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Lev Leggage - Kids Supporting Kids




PARK RIDGE: May 20, 2009 — Luv Luggage is a new community outreach program that will affect all of New Jersey aiming to provide every foster child in transition with their very own personalized luggage. Simply put – it is kids supporting kids.
This service project is an innovative collaboration between the Foster and Adoptive Family Services of NJ (FAFS), the GFWC Paskack Juniors Woman’s Club (PJWC) and the local community.  FAFS is the New Jersey State Federation of Woman’s Club – Junior Membership State Project for 2008-2010.  Clubs throughout NJ will raise money and hold collections for this organization in a special way until May 2010.
Why is Luv Luggage so very important?  “Children come into foster care with very few possessions - and those are often carried in plastic sacks or boxes,” said Jacqui Canney – PJWC Coordinator for Luv Luggage and PJWC member.  “Our Luv Luggage project will team our schools, communities and social services together to provide children in transition a hand painted or appropriately decorated piece of luggage that they can call their own – putting a smile on their face and knowing that we care about them.”   
Luv Luggage is planning to deliver the first set of bags to the Foster and Adoptive Family Services of NJ in June – so community wide efforts are now underway to get everyone involved.  Our Lady of Mercy Academy, Park Ridge, NJ is the first school to team with the PJWC Luv Luggage Program.  The parish and school have provided overwhelming support.   “Every child and adult who heard about Luv Luggage immediately supported the project.  Not only do our students enjoy decorating the luggage, but they also are aware that their efforts help other children living in our area,” said Laraine Meehan – Principal, Our Lady of Mercy Academy. 
You may wonder – what can you do?  Here are a few ways in which you can really make a difference in a child’s life through Luv Luggage:

· Bag collection begins now.  Donate hard sided or sturdy non printed soft side, gently used/new luggage.  Backpacks will also be accepted. 
· Organize collections in your churches, schools, social groups.  We will pick up the bags.  


· Volunteer to clean, paint or help “stuff” the luggage with some age appropriate items.  
· Local Schools and Scouts – This is a great service project to take on with groups of children – collect, decorate, and stuff bags!

· And as always – providing financial gifts in cash or check payable to “PJWC” are appreciated.  All money will go directly to the bags or the items to be put in the bags.  Your donations are tax deductible.  
For more information about this project visit PJWC website: www.paskackjuniors.org; for more information about FAFS visit www.fafsonline.org.
